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The Growth of

Green Innovation
By Brittany Schell

Since it was established in 2006, the Blum
Center has supported green innovation at
UC Berkeley and around the world. Both the
Big Ideas@Berkeley student competition and
various faculty-led initiatives have produced
projects that simultaneously improve the lives
of individuals and benefit the environment.

Since the first Earth Day was celebrated on
April 22, 1970, the modern environmental
movement has taken shape. Over the past four
decades, ideas about conservation, energy ef-
ficiency, and sustainability have come to the
forefront of innovation.

In honor of Earth Day 2012, the Blum Cen-
ter recognizes the vast array of green ideas
that have been realized at UC Berkeley over
the years, with the support of the center and
other partners—from energy efficient stoves
in Darfur, Tanzania and Ghana to a local bike
share program, to solar energy projects and a
proposal to “green” Berkeley’s campus.

This year, we have a whole new group of stu-
dent contestants for Big Ideas@Berkeley. The
contest winners will be announced on May 1,
so stay tuned. For more information on this or
any of the projects listed to the right, visit our
website: http://blumcenter.berkeley.edu

The Lumina Project

Cookstoves and Climate Change

Darfur Stoves

Urban Waste to Energy

The Concrete Garden Project

Mitigation of Water Scarcity in Agriculture
Cost-Effective Production of Biofuels
Green Cement

Urban Eco Blocks

Biofueled Future for Central America
Guatemala Solar Hot Water Heater

Berkeley Green Campus Program

Fabric Recycling for Alameda County

Deep Sea Energy Generation

Reducing Residential Energy Consumption
The Green Bike Share Project

SMART Light

Tanzania Cookstoves

Ghana Cookstoves

WE CARE Solar

Berkeley Green Home

CARES: Renewable Energy and Sustainability
Squash and Vine

Coal Power and Reversing Climate
Sunlight to Electricity

Mobile Energy Savings System
Zaakta

Monte Verde Solar

INSTAR

DC Microgrids

Bottle Recycling Project

April 2012

2006

Gram Power 2012
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Trustees

Richard C. Blum — Regent & Chairman Emeritus,
UC Board of Regents

Senator Thomas A. Daschle — Senior Policy
Advisor, Alston & Bird, LLP

Laura D’Andrea Tyson — Professor, Haas

School of Business; Former Chair of the President’s
Council of Economic Advisors

Coleman Fung — Chairman and Founder,
OpenLink Financial Inc.

Dr. John B. Hardman — President and Chief
Executive Officer, The Carter Center

Vinod Khosla — President, Khosla Ventures

Caio Koch-Weser — Vice Chairman, Deutsche Bank
Group; Former Deputy Finance Minister, Federal
Republic of Germany

John J. Moores — Chairman Emeritus, UC Board
of Regents

Robert B. Reich — Professor, Goldman School of
Public Policy; Former Secretary of Labor

Andrew and Virginia Rudd — Trustees of The
Rudd Family Foundation

Arun Sarin — Former CEQO, Vodafone Group
Weijian Shan — Chairman and CEO, PAG Capital
Erica Stone — President, American Himalayan
Foundation

Honorary Trustees
Jimmy Carter

His Holiness the Dalai Lama
George Shultz

Emeritus Trustee

Dr. Steven Chu — United States Secretary of
Energy; Former Director, Lawrence Berkeley
National Lab

Blum Center for Developing Economies
University of California, Berkeley

100 Blum Hall, #5570

Berkeley, CA 94720

Phone: 510.643.5316

blumcenter@berkeley.edu

Web: blumcenter.berkeley.edu

Connect with us on n

Ananya Roy — Professor, City and Regional
Planning; Education Director, Blum Center

Clare Talwalker — Lecturer, International and Area
Studies; Vice Chair, Global Poverty and Practice
Minor

Khalid Kadir — Lecturer, Global Poverty and
Practice and International and Area Studies
Genevieve Negron-Gonzales — Lecturer, Global
Poverty and Practice and International and Area
Studies

Alexis Bucknam — Director of Student
Programs, Blum Center

Chetan Chowdhry — Program Coordinator,
Student Advising, Blum Center

Nezar AlSayyad — Professor, Architecture; Chair,
Center for Middle Eastern Studies

Alain De Janvry — Professor, Agricultural and
Resource Economics

Eva Harris — Professor, Infectious Disease;
Associate Dean, Public Health

Percy Hintzen — Professor, African American
Studies; Chair, Center for African Studies

David Levine — Professor, Haas School of
Business; Chair, Center for Health Research

Kara Nelson — Associate Professor, Civil and
Environmental Engineering

Aihwa Ong — Professor, Anthropology

Isha Ray — Associate Professor, Energy and
Resource Group

Raka Ray — Professor, Sociology and South and
South East Asia Studies; Chair, Center for South
Asia Studies

Nora Silver — Adjunct Professor, Haas School of
Business; Director, Center for Nonprofit and Public
Leadership

Brittany Schell — Graduate School of Journalism
Luis Flores — Political Economy & History 4th Year
Javier Kordi — Peace and Conflict Studies 4th Year



